DRAFT

Maynard Rod and Gun Club

Website documentation

Very much a “work in progress” (cringing and mild nausea expected while reading)

Also, details of the site are evolving since this document was started,  That means that what it describes is not necessarily what is currently there.  Patience please!

DRAFT

Maynard Rod and Gun Club Web site

Overview

This site is designed to look good and operate in a 1024X768 or larger screen. When navigating the site, the main menu never scrolls off of the screen.  The “banner”, club patch and main navigation buttons are always visible at the top of the screen. Refer to figure 1 for the following explanation.  The site is three frames that allow content to be independently changed in any of the frames (see Figure 1).  See index.htm listing for details of the frame code.
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Figure 1 – Page Layout

Navigation is accomplished by clicking on the main menu item in frame 1 which brings up a context navigation menu in frame 2 (nav). Specific content is chosen by clicking in the context menu and the selected content is displayed in frame 3.  Any scrolling is done in the frames 2&3 below the titlepage thus leaving the banner and logo always visible to the visitor.

In order to get two pages (frames) to be loaded with one mouse click, java scripts are used in the navigation menus.  The first (non script) link executed is the link to the navigation menu and then the java script executes the content link.  Done this way, a visitor who does not have java script enabled (that is anyone using IE with default settings) will still be able to navigate the site.

Navigation Detail

The main menu buttons are a mapped image.  The mapping process creates zones in the image that act like a “button”, hence are clickable and linkable.

When one of these zones or buttons are clicked, two events are triggered.  First the “navigation menu” is loaded into the “nav” frame.  Then, the specified content file is loaded into the “content” frame.  For example, if the PHOTO button is clicked the following code is executed:

href=”photo_nav.htm” target=”nav”

loads the photo index file “photo_nav.htm” into the “nav” frame.

Then onclick=”top.content.location=”photo_main.htm” loads the default photo page into the “content” frame.

See titlepage6.htm in the appendix.

Every nav file must have a “return to” original page at the top of the index file.  This command must reload the index (nav) as well as the content.  This is accomplished by the same JavaScript used in the main menu.  e.g. 

href="photo_nav.htm" target="nav" onclick="top.content.location='photo_main.htm'">Return to Club Photos

Every Submenu (e.g. archive folder) must have a “return” to the calling meun at the top of the index file.  This command must reload the index (nav) as well as the content.  This is accomplished by the same JavaScript used in the main menu.  e.g. 

href="../photo_nav.htm" target="nav" onclick="top.content.location='../photo_main.htm'">Return to Club Photos

Folder structure of the V3 site

The following is a recommended folder structure for the new site.

All nav buttons will reference a folder that contains the content for that button.

In the prototype navigation 12 buttons are defined.

	Nav Button
	File Location
	Folder Used

	Index.htm
	root
	top

	Home
	Top
	top

	General
	Top
	general

	Rental
	Top
	rent

	Hunting
	Top
	hunting

	Contact
	Top
	contact

	News
	Top
	news

	Shooting
	Top
	shooting

	Links
	Top
	links

	Photos
	Top
	photo

	Youth
	Top
	youth

	Forum*
	root
	3rd party Folder*

	Calendar*
	root
	3rd party Folder*


* Forum and Calendar are 3rd party server side resources.

In this example, 10 of the 12 buttons refer to MRAGC site material.  HOME is defined as occuring only at the top level, hence does not reference any content folder.  Forum and Calendar are internal but because the are 3rd party installs, already have their own folder space.

Dated material i.e. photos, newsletters and special events need to be labeled by date.  Filenames such as 201003_newsletter or 201005_ClubShoot are self sorting and self documenting thus simplifying page maintenance.

File Structure
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The root level contains the “index” file and holds the top folder.

The top folder holds the 12 navigation files that open in the “nav” frame and the “main” files that open in the content window (and a few auxiliary files) and the 10 content folders.  

The content folders contain the files that create the various content pages.  Photo is somewhat different in that it contains folders that contain the individual subjects.  Each of these folders has it's own “index” file that is called by the navigation menu.

Folder Descriptions

include folder

Contains the code common to all files.  Each file contains an include statement that inserts color.php into the beginning of the page code.  An edit of color.php can change the background color of the entire site.

contact folder

Contains the files that list officer and committee names & email addresses.

· club_committees.htm → displays committee names & email addresses

· club_officers.htm → displays officers names & email addresses 

· executive_board.htm → displays e-board names & email addresses

general folder

Contains the general information about the club such as Membership applications, Club clothing order form, pond rules, the CHIT system, directions to the club, house rules and ByLaws.

hunting folder

Contains the files that display hunting related links and information.

links folder

Contains a file with external links to related organizations.

marquee folder

Contains the files that define the front page marquee.  The marquee content is defined in the marquee.htm file located in the top folder.  The files that are referenced in the marquee.htm folder are located in this folder.

news folder

holds all “newsletters”.  All newsletters are named by the date of publication.  For example, 201003_News or 200911_News.  All newsletters are posted as PDF files!  Archiving is done by moving the dated file name from the active “nav” file to the archive nav file.  The file remains in the News folder.

photo folder

Photo holds dated subject folders that contain the photos and support files for the particular subject.  All photo folders are named by the date of event.  For example, 200911_ClubShoot, or 200905_Trap.  Each of these dated subject folders contains an “index” file that is called by the navigation file.  Archiving is done by moving the dated folder name from the active “nav” file to the archive nav file.  The folder remains in the Photo folder.  Note that because the folders are named by date first, the sorting of a directory listing is automatic.

rent folder

Contains the files that display the rentable facilities, both words and photos

shooting folder

Contains the files that display the shooting facilities and rules.

youth folder

Contains the files about the “Youth Programs” presented at the club.

Site Maintenance 

There are six tasks that require regular maintenance on this site.  They are:

· Newsletters

· Photos

· Marquee

· Calendar

· Contact

· Forum

· Documentation

Newsletters:

Newsletters are stored in the “news” folder.  Each file is named by the date of the publication.  For example, the March 2009 newsletter is called 200903_news.pdf.  The newsletters are posted in PDF format. 

Adding a newsletter consists of copying (by ftp) the PDF file to the “news” folder and editing the “news_nav.htm” file to add the name of the new newsletter to the top of the menu.

Archiving a newsletter consists of cutting the name of the (old) file from the (bottom of the) “news_nav.htm” file and pasting that name at the top of the “archive_news.htm” file.  Both of the edited files are then transferred (by ftp) to the website.

Photos:

Photos are stored in the “photo” folder.  Each subject has a folder in which the individual photo files are stored.  All photo folders are named by the date of event.  For example, 200911_ClubShoot, or 200905_Trap.  Each of these dated subject folders contains an “index” file that is called by the navigation file.

Adding a photo folder consists of transfering (by ftp) the new folder to the “photo” folder and editing the “photo_nav.htm” file to add the name of the new photo subject to the top of the photo navigation menu.

Archiving a photo folder consists of cutting the name of the (old) file from the (bottom of the) “photo_nav.htm” file and pasting that name at the top of the “archive_photo.htm” file.  Both of the edited files are then transferred (by ftp) to the website.

Marquee:

The marquee content is defined in the marquee.htm file located in the top folder.  The files that are referenced in the marquee.htm file are located in the “marquee” folder.  There are two items that need to be edited in the “marquee.htm” file.  First is the link that displays a web page when the “marquee” is clicked.  Second, is the marquee message.  Both of these items are in thee middle of the file.

Edit the link – the line in the file that starts <a target="_blank"  href="marquee/ is the link to an information page about the subject of the marquee.  Edit this line to point to the correct file.

Edit the message – the line in the  file that starts <marquee width="800">  is the message displayed in the scrolling marquee.  Edit this line to point to the desired message.

Now copy this file to the website.  Also, put up the referenced file in the “marquee” folder.

Calendar:

The calendar is edited by logging into the calendar with the calendar administrator password.

Contact:

Contact information is 

Forum:

The forum is edited by logging into the forum with the forum administrator password.

Documentation

Contains descriptive information about the revision history, structure and maintenance of the site.

